‘I don’t like being called a cheat™

Al

London: Oscar Pistorious
will become the firstamputee
sprinter to compete at a
World Championships
againstable-bodied rivalslat-
er this month but the South
African accepts there will al-
ways be voices saying his car-
bon-fibre prosthetic blades
give him an advantage.

Far from getting him
down, however, the doubters
spur him on and fuel his de-
siretoreach greater heights.

The 24-year-old double
amputee, nicknamed “Blade
Runner,” has been selected to
run in the 400 metres and 4 x
400m relay in Daegu, South
Korea after smashing his per-
sonal best last month to meet
the qualifying time.

Oscar Pistorius says prosthetic

That success was the frui-
tion of twoand a half years of
hard training, he said.

“I don't like being called,
in essence, a cheat, when I
know how hard I work,” Pis-
torioussaid.

“I know that I would never
be in this sport if I had the
smallest doubt in my mind
thatIhad anadvantage. Nine-
ty-nine per cent of people do
know what the facts are and I
can'tbe bothered with the one
per centthat don't.”

Battered in sprints, US
hope to regain lost ground
A US team stung by two high-
profile injury absences and a
late doping case still sends a
squad with eight reigning ti-
tle holders to a 2011 athletics
World Championships seen
as a springboard to 2012

blades don't give him an advantage  Olympic success.

Theloss of injured sprint-
er Tyson Gay and 400m star
Jeremy Wariner were un-
doubtedly blows to an Ameri-
can squad trying to reassert
its dominance over Jamaica
in the sprints and match, if
not improve on, its haul of 22
medals —10 of them gold —at
Berlin in 2009.

Gay's injury withdrawal
from the US trials robbed the
United States of the Ameri-
can reckoned most likely to
challenge Jamaican sprint
superstar Usain Bolt.

The Americans suffered
another blow when Michael
Rogers, who recorded the
fourth-fastest 100m time of
the season, tested positive for

. abanned stimulant and with-

drew from the champion-
ships as he accepted a provi-
sional ban until his case is
concluded. acencies



